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2008 JSUM Prize Winner
Hiroki WATANABE, MD, FJSUM, SISUM (1935-)

It is our great pleasure to write here to congratulate
Professor Hiroki Watanabe on his being awarded by
the tenth Special Prize of the Japan Society of
Ultrasonics in Medicine (JSUM) in 2008.

Professor Watanabe was born in Chiba in 1935.
After graduation from the Tohoku University School
of Medicine in 1960, he took part into the Department
of Urology in the same University and was appointed
as Assistant Professor in 1965. Then he was invited to
the Kyoto Prefectural University of Medicine in 1976
at the age of 40, as the Professor and Chairman,
Department of Urology.

He was involved in medical ultrasound during the
time of Tohoku University. His first report on the nov-
el technology of transrectal ultrasonography (TRUS)
for the world’s first image of the prostate was pub-
lished in 1968, which was an epoch-making event in
the history of prostatic diagnosis.

Following to successful clinical applications of
TRUS, he started an original mass screening program
for prostatic diseases using TRUS as the primary study
in 1975. A mobile unit equipped with two chair-typed
scanners for TRUS was developed for this program in
1984. This early project was thought also to be the first
systematic mass screening in the world, which put on a

firm basis of today’s PSA screening. From 1994 to
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1998, he led the National Research Project for
Prostatic Cancer Mass Screening, organized by the
Ministry of Health and Welfare, as the Director of the
Project.

On the other hand, Professor Watanabe devised an
ultrasound guided puncture system for urologic sur-
gery in 1979. The original equipment consisted of a
mechanical sector scanner and a puncture attachment,
which guided the needle in real-time intervention.
Among various applications of this device, the first
successful performance of single stage percutaneous
nephroureterolithotomy in the world in 1982, cooperat-
ed with Dr. Masahito Saitoh, was the most prominent
achievement. He also reported the first spectrogram of
Doppler signals of the renal vessels in vivo, taken
from the body surface, in 1975.

Not only being a pioneering researcher, but also
Professor Watanabe has been an excellent administra-
tor in the field of ultrasound. He first became a Board
Member of JSUM in 1978. In this position, he initiated
the following two important items: 1) Re-editing the
past incoherent regulations in the society into a sys-
tematic rule book, and 2) Establishing eight JSUM
Regional Branches covered all over Japan, each of
which functions very well today, as the basic body of

the society for publication and education.
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He organized the 36th (1980) and 58 th (1991)
Annual Meeting of JSUM in Kyoto, as the President of
the Meeting. According to these accomplishments, he
was elected as the 16 th President of JSUM for a term
from 1994 to 1996.

As for his international administration activities, he
served as the 6 th President of AFSUMB from 1998 to
2001 and the 9 th President of WFUMB from 2000 to
2003. It must be emphasized that he originally founded
the WFUMB Centers of Excellence (COE) for train-
ing of medical ultrasound in developing countries dur-
ing his presidency. Up to now, four Centers have been
organized in the world, namely, in Dhaka
(Bangladesh), Kampala (Uganda), Caracas

(Venezuela) and Timisoara (Romania). In these

Centers, numbers of young specialists for ultrasound
are being trained every year.

As mentioned above, it must be said that Professor
Watanabe has surely built a landmark in the field of
medical ultrasound. Furthermore, throughout his long
career as a teacher, he has encouraged many investiga-
tors and clinicians. Some of them are now taking a
leading part in urology and in ultrasound, following af-
ter him.

All of us wish here to congratulate Professor Hiroki
Watanabe for his awarding the significant 2008 JSUM

Prize.

(Hiroshi OHE, Department of Urology, Gakkentoshi
Hospital)
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