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2007 JSUM Prize Winner
Hisaya TAKEUCHI, MD, PhD, SISUM (1933-)

This is our great pleasure to write here to congratu-
late Dr. Hisaya Takeuchi on his being awarded the
Ninth Special Prize of the Japan Society of Ultrasonics

in Medicine.

He was born in Toyama prefecture in 1933. After
graduation from Juntendo University School of
Medicine in 1959, he entered the department of obstet-
rics and gynecology of the university. In 1963 he start-
ed studying ultrasound in the field of obstetrics and gy-
necology under Professor Toshio Wagai, who is now
widely recognized as a pioneer in the medical use of
ultrasound and won the Gakushiin Prize in July, 2006,
however, who was then a surgeon and director of ultra-
sound investigation center in Juntendo University
School of Medicine and studying enthusiastically clini-
cal application of ultrasound to several fields of medi-
cine.

Since then, Dr. Takeuchi has been working as an ob-
stetrician and gynecologist as well as an investigator
of ultrasound in obstetrics and gynecology in Juntendo
University School of Medicine. He was appointed to a
professor of the university and a director of
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology in Juntendo
Urayasu Hospital in 1988.

He has made a major contribution in the field of ul-
trasound in obstetrics and gynecology. In the 1960s, he
applied the initial type of A-mode and B-mode ultra-
sound equipment to cases of obstetrics and gynecolo-
gy. For example, he developed and used contact com-
pound scan ultrasound equipment for pregnant women
and he achieved the method of fetal biometry by using
A-and B-mode ultrasonoraphy in 1967 for the first time
in the world. In the 1970s, he developed a method for
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continuous fetal heart monitoring by using Doppler ul-
trasound and the method has been applied to clinical
use for fetal heart rate monitoring during pregnancy as
well as delivery. In the 1980s, he developed and intro-
duced small transvaginal ultrasound probe to clinical
use, and since then transvaginal ultrasonography has
been widely used in the modern obstetric and gyneco-
logic practice. In the 1990s, he conducted a study on
fetal morphological development by using transvagi-
nal sonography and extended the research in the field
of “sonoembryology” as a new entity.

He served as an Executive Board Member of Japan
Society of Ultrasounics in Medicine (JSUM) from
1980 to 1994, and as an Auditor from 1988 to 1999. He
organized the 50 th Annual Meeting of JSUM in 1987
as a president. His services to the international organi-
zations or societies included serving as an Executive
Board Member and Chairman of Educational
Committee of World Federation of Ultrasound in
Medicine and Biology (WFUMB) from 1988 to 1994,
and he also served as Vice President from 1991 to
1994. His another contribution to international organi-
zations or societies included serving as an Executive
Board Member of several prestigious societies such as
International Society of Ultrasound in Obstetrics and
Gynecology (ISUOG), International Society “Fetus as
a Patient”, and so on.

During his long career, He has educated many
young investigators in the field of ultrasound in obstet-
rics and gynecology, and they are now in active mem-
ber of the JSOG.

(Yoshida KOYO, Department of Obstetrics and
Gynecology, Juntendo University Urayasu Hospital)
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