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2007 JSUM Prize Winner
Tsuneo HIRATA, MD, PHD, SJSUM (1935-)

This is our great pleasure to write here to congratu-
late Dr. Tsuneo Hirata on his being awarded the Ninth
Special Prize of the Japan Society of Ultrasonics in

Medicine.

He was born in Kagawa Prefecture in 1935. He com-
pleted his internship after graduation from Kyushu
University School of Medicine in 1960. He started to
study pediatrics at Kyushu University Hospital
from 1962. He has immediately begun to study about
the clinical application of ultrasound as a diagnostic
tool. In 1967, he had an opportunity to study abroad at
the Indiana University, Indiana USA under the supervi-
sion of Professor H. Feigenbaum. The result of his re-
search on the estimation of left atrial size using ultra-
sound was soon published. He also established
ultrasonic estimation of right and left ventricular size.
His spirit of study was accelerated after returning to
Kyushu University hospital. He had developed active-
ly medical ultrasounds as a leader, and he invited
many doctors and technologists to his laboratory as a
trainee. He published the first Japanese textbook on
M-mode echocardiography in 1976, and then made ef-
forts to visualized upper abdominal organs ultrasoni-
cally. He also planned many recording systems of the
ultrasonic images demanding the better image quality.
Many manufacturers visited him asking for evaluation
of their apparatus. He published the first full-scale ab-
dominal echo atlas in 1985. He also developed a
10-MHz mechanical sector-probe to improve diagnos-
tic accuracy of a lesion of the breast and thyroid gland,

and he demonstrated to evaluate the severity of diffuse
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goiter by measuring echogenesity of the tissue.

He had made great efforts with the firm belief to es-
tablish department of ultrasonics in the leading hospi-
tals and trained many technologist as ultrasonographer.
He also trained many foreign graduates and visitors,
among them was professor Ming-De Lu of the
Department of Medical Ultrasonics, The First
Affiliated Hospital, Sun Yat-Sen University, who has
been a national leader in this field in China. He also
made study group called “eko-ru kai” for young doc-
tors and ultrasonographers in Kurume region from
1991.

He spent working for 29 years as a chief of Division
of Ultrasonography in the Department of Radiology in
Kyushu University Hospital, and he expanded his ul-
trasonic study from the heart to abdominal organs,
mammary gland, and thyroid gland. He is now a leader
of these fields, and published many textbooks.

On the other hand, Dr. Hirata held the 43 Annual
Meeting of the Japan Society of Ultrasonics in
Medicine as the president in 1983. He served as a
member of board of trustees of the Japan Society of
Ultrasonics in Medicine from 1991 to 2001. He chaired
four committees of education from 1990 for 2 years,
board of ultrasound specialist from 1992 for 2 years,
social health insurance from 1994 for 2 years, and
planning from 1996 for 2 years. He became a deputy
trustee from 1998 for 2 years, and supported the chair-
man of the board of trustees. Thus, he had contributed
to the Japan Society of Ultrasonics in Medicine.

He now remains active in educating young doctor

and ultrasonographers in Kyushu region.
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(Yuichi YAMASHITA, Department of Gastro-
enterological Surgery, Fukuoka University School of
Medicine)
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