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2006 J SUM Prize Winner
Tsugio KITAMRA, MD, PhD, SJSUM (1932-)

It is a great pleasure for me to write a few lines to con-
gratulate Dr. Tsugio Kitamra as a recipient of the 8®
Ultrasound Prize for Pioneer Ultrasonic Diagnostic
Equipment Award by the Japan Society of Ultrasonics
in Medicine.

Dr. Kitamra was born in Sakai, Osaka in 1932. He
graduated from Osaka University Medical School in
1956 and Osaka University Graduate School in 1961. In
1964, he joined Osaka Medical Center for Cancer &
CVD as a hepato-pancreatologist. It was there that he
encountered ultrasound equipment. In those days, the
usefulness of ultrasonographic equipment was quite un-
known. His boss directed him to evaluate the future
clinical effectiveness of the newly developed device.
Until he retired from the Center in 1997, he engaged in
medical ultrasonics for more than 30 years, proposing
many original ideas for improving equipment for the
clinical use of ultrasonography. For example, he devised
the “body mark,” puncture probe without an image de-

fect at the needle hole and so on. Also, he employed a
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convex (curved array) probe for abdominal scanning
and developed systemic scanning manuals for upper ab-
dominal organs, liver, pancreas, gallbladder, kidneys and
spleen.

As one of the senior fellows of the JSUM, he in-
structed and guided many doctors and sonographers on
how to examine abdominal disorders with sonography.
As one of the main members of the JSUM, he partici-
pated in drafting sonographic diagnostic criteria for
liver tumors, pancreatic tumors and gallbladder tumors.

Dr. Kitamra served as a trustee (74-97), an executive
trustee (84-85, 88-89) and an auditor (92-93, 96-97) of
the Japan Society of Ultrasonics in Medicine. And he
successfully organized the 53 Annual Meeting of the
Japan Society of Ultrasonics in Medicine at Osaka in

1988 as the president.
(Sachiko TANAKA, Department of Cancer Survey and

Laboratory of Ultrasound, Osaka Medical Center for
Cancer & CVD)
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