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2005 JSUM Prize Winner
Kouichi ITOH, MD, PhD, SISUM (1940-)

I am pleased and honored to be allowed to contribute
this article to congratulate Dr. Kouichi Itoh for having
been chosen the recipient of the Seventh Annual
Ultrasound Prize for outstanding work in advancing
medical ultrasonics.

Born in Tokyo in 1940, and after graduating from the
Nihon University Faculty of Medicine, Kouichi Itoh
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began to conduct basic medical research in circulation
dynamics and renal function. He accepted a position at
the Jichi Medical School in 1975, and has served there
ever since. At the Jichi Medical School, he has devoted
himself to exploiting the potential of ultrasound in clini-
cal medicine. At first a pioneer in ultrasound-guided

puncture of the pancreas, Dr. Itoh work has greatly
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influenced the development of ultrasound-guided inter-
vention.

Foreseeing the potential for ultrasound in cardiovas-
cular medicine, Dr. Itoh turned his attention to applying
the Doppler method to evaluating blood-flow dynamics
to determine velocity and direction simultaneously in
two dimensions and to use the flow profile method to
measure flow volume. His accomplishments in these
areas easily established Dr. Itoh as a leader in the ex-
panding field of medical ultrasonics.

Dr. Itoh’s many research contributions include work
in ultrasound tissue characterization, ultrasound micros-
copy, measurement of ultrasound attenuation in tissues,
three-dimensional imaging of breast tumors, ultrasound
application to bone tissue, and the effect of sonication
on the liver.

Seeing the value of medical ultrasound, Dr. Itoh soon
realized the importance of supporting the use of ultra-
sound beyond the shores of Japan, especially in China.
He organized the Association of Japan China
Friendship for Ultrasound Education and was awarded

the title of Professor Emeritus by five major Chinese

universities: Beijin University, Fudan University, China
Medical University, Sun Yat-Sen University of Medical
Science, and Hebei Medical University.

Dr. Itoh also organized the biannual meetings of the
Japan Society of Ultrasonics in Medicine in 1992 and
2004. The 2004 meeting was held in conjunction with
the Seventh Asian Federation of Societies of Ultrasound
in Medicine, which it was especially honored by the at-
tendance of Their Imperial Highnesses Prince and
Princess Akishinomiya.

Throughout his eventful career, Kouichi Itoh has ac-
tively supported and encouraged young researchers. The
Itoh Prize, recently established in recognition of all that
he as done for our Society, is awarded for outstanding
papers selected for publication in the Journal of Medical
Ultrasonics. These contributions are irreplaceable to in-
dividual members of the Society and form the founda-

tion for its future development.

(Nobuyuki TANIGUCHI, Department of Clinical
Laboratory Medicine, Jichi Medical University)
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