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2003 JSUM Prize Winner
Morimichi FUKUDA, MD, PhD, SISUM (1929-)

It is my pleasure to write a few lines to congratulate
Professor Morimichi Fukuda as the recipient of the
Fifth Ultrasound Prize for Pioneer Ultrasonic
Diagnostic Equipment Awarded by the Japan Society of
Ultrasonics in Medicine.

Professor Fukuda was born in Sapporo in 1929. After
graduating from the Hokkaido University School of
Medicine in 1953, he completed his internship at the
University of Sapporo Medical University Hospital. The
next 45 years he spent working in the Sapporo Medical
University School of Medicine. He was promoted to
Professor of the Department of Diagnostic Ultrasound
and Medical Electronics, Sapporo Medical University
Hospital in 1984.

Professor Fukuda is recognized as a pioneer in radial
scanning gastrointestinal endoscopic ultrasonography
(EUS). He started out by developing a flexible fiber
optic endoscope equipped with a radial scanning trans-

ducer. High frequency transducers at 7. 5, 12, 5, and 20
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MHz was used to delineate in an ultrasonogram a five-
layer image correlated with the mucosal structure. He
was deeply involved in technological development as
well as in clinics of gastroentelology to familiarize EUS.

Professor Fukuda also conducted multi-institutional
studies of the accuracy of multimodality diagnosis of
liver diseases with x-ray CT and ultrasonography using
the receiver operating characteristic (ROC) analysis
method and ultimately establishing the effectiveness of
ultrasound in examining the liver mass.

Professor Fukuda served as an executive trustee of the
Japan Society of Ultrasonics in Medicine (JSUM) from
1980 to 1993, and as our auditor from 1994 to 1995, as
president of the Society from 1986 to 1988, and as presi-
dent of the 49th Annual Meeting of the Japan Society of
Ultrasonics in Medicine in 1986. Professor Fukuda’s
service to the international community included serving
as an executive trustee to World Federation for

Ultrasound in Medicine and Biology (WFUMB) from
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1982 to 1994. During this period, he also served as presi-
dent of the WFUMB. In 1994, Professor Fukuda served
as president and conducted the highly successful
WFUMB congress in Sapporo.

Although Professor Fukuda has retired, he remains

active in educating young investigators while serving as

the president of a health care and screening organiza-

tion.

(Hiroshi NATORI, Department of Diagnostic
Ultrasound and Medical Electronics, Sapporo Medical
University School of Medicine)
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